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Minutes from the meeting of March 30, 2016 

 
 

Board Members present: Ann Coyne (chair), Laurance Kimbrough, Lucy Murray-Brown, and Beverly 
Sealey. 
 

City staff present: Executive Secretary Brian Corr, Administrative Coordinator Crystal Rosa, and 
Deputy Superintendent Paul Ames. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Review and Approval of Minutes 
The Board reviewed the minutes from the February 24, 2016 meeting and approved them unanimously 
on a motion from Board Member Kimbrough, seconded by Board Member Murray-Brown. 
 

Executive Secretary’s Report 
 City Manager Richard Rossi, is retiring on June 30, 2016, after serving the City of Cambridge for 40 

years. The deadline to fill the vacancy in the Board was extended. Currently, there are 3 more 

applicants who will be scheduled for interviews within the next week.  

 Executive Secretary Corr attended a community meeting held in Chelsea regarding the murder of 

local Chelsea students. There was a large turnout of students who were accompanied by their 

history teachers. Representatives of the organization Roca provided information on local resources 

and services they provide. Chelsea Police Chief Brian Kyes and School Superintendent Mary 

Bourque were also present during the meeting. 

 Executive Secretary Corr is also involved in planning Cambridge’s second annual Safer Homes Safer 

Community Gun Buy Back Initiative on Saturday, June 11 from 9 AM to noon. This initiative is 

focused on providing residents with a safe and secure way of removing unwanted firearms from 

their homes. Guns will be exchanged for gift cards to local merchants. Last year, they recovered 50 

weapons from the community. This year the drive will be held at Pentecostal Tabernacle in the Port 

neighborhood and Reservoir Church in North Cambridge. Cambridge is also working with the 

Middlesex County Sheriff’s Office to help other communities. 

 Executive Secretary Corr helped to organize and attended a legislative briefing by the ACLU and 

Prof. Roger Goldman at the State House, regarding a bill on police officer standards and training 

(POST) certification and decertification, which is attempting to prevent officers from shuffling 

between law enforcement agencies despite sustained allegations of misconduct or termination. 

Massachusetts is one of only six states without a statewide POST certification 

 NACOLE has emailed a survey to members and other stakeholder; include all the Police Review & 

Advisory Board members and leadership of the Cambridge Police Department, as it develops a 

strategic plan for the next five years. The survey was sent to over 1000 people and the deadline to 

complete the survey is April 20, 2016. 

 At the end of April, Executive Secretary Corr will be in Arizona to present on civilian oversight at the 

Western Regional Training Conference of NOBLE (the National Organization of Black Law 

Enforcement Executives). Thus, the Board will not meet at its regularly scheduled date. 
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Professional Standards Unit Report 
 Dep. Supt. Ames reported that Commissioner Haas will be retiring by the first week of May 2016. 

Because the current City Manager is retiring at the end of June, the next City Manager will be 

appointing the next Police Commissioner.  

 April is Distracted Driver Awareness month. 

 Dep. Supt. Ames is part of the organizing team for a five-day Trauma Informed Trainer training 

session, and this train the trainer model will mean that the entire department can start to be trained 

through in-service training. It includes a three-hour training on resiliency provided by Dr. Hooper 

and CPD Social Worker Cathy Pemberton. Fifteen officers will be paired with service providers. 

 CPD’s training also includes new programs like, “Mindful Mondays,” where officers practice 

breathing techniques known as “tactical breathing.” 

 There was a homicide near Mt. Auburn Street. Two males were shot and one died near the hospital. 

The investigation is ongoing. 

 There was a shooting in the Port neighborhood at mid-day in early March, near the Community Arts 

Center, which left several staff members and students traumatized. CPD and Executive Secretary 

Corr coordinated a Community meeting for the families affected. 

 The Professional Standards Unit is working with the Cambridge Health Alliance Mental Health 

Department, and Cathy Pemberton to service individuals who file complaints or report crimes and 

are also experiencing a mental health crisis. CPD officers are being asked to complete necessary 

paperwork in response to those incidents to deescalate the crisis and deliver the appropriate service 

to that individual.  

New Business 
 No new business. 

 

Adjournment 
Board Member Murray-Brown moved that the Board adjourn. The motion was seconded by Board 
Member Kimbrough and approved unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 6:50 P.M. 


